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Moonbase 8

FRED ARMISEN, JOHN C. REILLY & TIM HEIDECKER
JUST MAY BE THE WORST ASTRONAUTS EVER!

HUGH LAURIE
Takes On

ROADKILL
Now Minisenes

RETURNING
Eﬂ%‘l(SSUS FAVORITES
RON HOWARD'S The Good Doctor

This Is Us

EMOTIONAL :
REBUILDING g\‘:gggg :2
il Grey's Anatomy

Law & Order: SVU



What A Feast!

Featuring a collection of wholesome and family-friendly TV programming,
the Heartland Package is perfect for friends and family of all ages! Watch
new series and movie premieres on Hallmark, Hallmark Movies & Mysteries,
Hallmark Drama, OWN and UPtv or sit back for family movie night with PixL.

Order the Heartland Package for only $6/month
To order call 1-800-333-DISH (3474) or visit mydish.com/heartland
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Features

David E. Kelley's New
Thriller “Big Sky”

The famed storyteller's next project
involves two sisters who have been
kidnapped on a remote highway in
Montana.

“The Good Doctor”

Is Taking Calls

ABC's The Good Doctor returns this
month, and Freddie Highmore tells
us all about the challenges ahead
for his character.

On The Cover: Moonbase 8: © 2020 SHOWTIME. Credit: Merie Wallace/ SHOWTIME.
This Is Us: © 2019 NBCUniversal Media, LLC. Credit: Jeff Lipsky/ NBC.

Get Your Magazine Early!
FREE DIGITAL ISSUE

Go to: ondishmag.com/all-access/

To Order
OnDISH Magazine
or contact DISH

For 24-hour customer service
visit mydish.com/chat
or call 1-800-333-DISH (3474)

One reader will win a tote bag and

pencilfoen case from Freeform.

Rules are simple: No purchase necessary to enter or win.

Complete and mail form by Nov. 30, 2020. One form per envelope,
No postcards. See official rules at ondishmag.com/rules

: Name:

1 Address: City:
| .

I State: Zip: Phone:

1 Mail this entry to: OnDISH Magazine November Reader Rewards, 9275 N. 49th Street, Suite 100, Brown Deer, WI 53223

Not all services are available in all areas. PBS programming varies regionally. 3



News & Views

EDITOR'S NOTE
BEING THANKFUL

We screen a lot of new TV programming here, and
thankfully we get a good variety of laughs and drama, with

some compelling true stories part of that
mix. Watching Ron Howard's film Rebuilding
Paradise (see page 17) for this month's

issue had my pulse racing and emotions in
overdrive. The heartbreaking aftermath of
losing everything combined with the uplifting
stories of resilience moved me to tears and
served as a reminder of how fortunate some
of us truly are. With California continuing to
be ravaged by fires and the South bracing for
more hurricanes, it's good to reflect on how

simple acts of kindness to those who are in need can go
such a long way. Continue to count your blessings, and be
kind to those around you.

Wishing you good health and happiness, always.
Happy viewing!

T Bk Ot

P.S. Lots of your favorite series return this month, so check
out our Returning Favorites section (beginning on page 24)
to get the details.
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MEET
The Crew

Barb

First on my list to DVR:
This Is Us on NBC

Laughed out loud
watching: Moonbase 8
on Showtime

Needs a Real Housewives
series: Overland Park, Kansas

Jeff
First on my list to DVR:
Various titles in the “24-
Hour Hitchcock-a-Thon”
(Nov. 26-27 on TCM)
Thanksgiving Day
football predictions: Detroit
over Houston; Washington
over Dallas; Pittsburgh over
Baltimore

First on my list to
DVR: Moonbase 8 on
Showtime
Weirdly tempting:
Black Narcissus on FX
Needs a Real Housewives
series: Champaign, lllinois
Really thankful for: The end
(?) of election season
‘!'
Supernatural's series
finale! It's the end of an era!

Really thankful for: My cat,
Shmoo

First on my list to
stream: The Crown on
Netflix

I'm so sad about:

First On Demand

movie to watch:

Unhinged
Thanksgiving must-

watch: A Charlie Brown
Thanksgiving

Time for a marathon: Bill &
Ted movies

0D




Survivor: © 2020 CBS Broadcasting, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Credit: Robert Voets.

DISH
Chatter

When Will “Survivor”
Be Back?

| have watched but have not seen any
notice about Survivor being canceled,
or when it will come back! Do you know
anything about this? — Louise

Unfortunately, this is the first time in
two decades that “Survivor” won't have
a fall and most likely spring season. The
crew wasn't able to travel to Fiji to film
(their permanent home) due to safety
restrictions with COVID-19. Typically,
“Survivor” films two seasons back to
back, airing one season in fall and one
in spring. Here's hoping the crew can
return to filming (usually April through
June) and have a new season ready for
us in fall of 2021. It's a long wait for a
fan favorite!

=
QUESTION OF THE MONTH:

If you could determine
the storyline for one

of your favorite TV
shows, what would
you do?

Email us at dishletters@ntvbmedia.com
|

Keep DIY Network As It Is!

In the September issue, | read that Chip
and Joanna Gaines will be taking over
DIY Network with their new Magnolia
Network. | want to write a letter saying
that | watch the DIY Network more

than any other network. | love to watch
Insane Pools, Maine Cabin Masters,
Building Off the Grid and Barnyard
Builders. They are going to ruin the DIY
Network. Why must they change it? |
hope that my letter will be published to
show support for the DIY Network.

- William

The network is actually a joint venture
with Chip and Joanna Gaines and

0D

Discovery Networks (who owns DIY),
so don't panic yet, as they haven'’t
announced what or if any of the series
from DIY will carry over. We do know
they are bringing back “Fixer Upper,”
which ran for five seasons before airing
its final episode in April 2018. Magnolia
Network also announced some of the
programming in production and/or
development currently, which includes:
“Growing Floret,” “Home on the

Road With JOHNNYSWIM,” “deVOL
Kitchens” (fk.a. “Bespoke Kitchens”),
“Family Dinner,” “Restoration Road
With Clint Harp,” “The Fieldhouse,”
“Super Dad,” “Home Work,” “The Lost
Kitchen" and “Inn the Works.”

Looking For “Billions”

Can you tell me the status of Billions on
Showtime? Is that coming back soon?
- Jerry

Showtime has picked up a sixth
season of the drama starring Paul
Giamatti and Damian Lewis. The
network has confirmed that Season
5 of “Billions” will return with five
new episodes in 2021, with Season
6 to follow. Also to note, Corey Stoll
(“House of Cards"), who joined as
Mike Prince in Season 5, will be a
series regular for Season 6.

Why Are Movies Missing?

There seems to be many movies missing
from your movie description section
each month. A few examples recently
include Last Holiday on TNT, Con Air
on AMC, Yolanda and the Thief on TCM
and Baywatch on FXX. This is one of
your main selling points. Please correct
this problem. — Mark

Thanks for your note, Mark. When we
reach capacity in our movie section

Survivor
host Jeff
Probst

due to space, we have to edit the file
down. When editing, we remove one-
star movies or movies airing overnight
(2am to 6am). We are exploring other
options to expand the section to include
the growing number of titles. This
month, you'll see the section has more
pages because November only has 30
calendar days, so we don't need as
many daily listings pages. You can also
sign up for our free digital issue, which
includes a HUGE movie section —
longer movie descriptions, more actors
listed, all networks included. If you have
a subscription to our print magazine,
you get the digital issue for free. To do
this go to: ondishmag.com/all-access

Congratulations!

Well, we didn't run a READER
REWARDS (see page 3) in our
September issue due to it being our
special FALL TV PREVIEW edition,
S0 no news to report on winners. Next
month will feature the October winner.

Delivery/
Replacement Policy

We mail each issue of your
magazine in enough time for it

to arrive by the first of the month
according to what is required by
the United States Postal Service
standards for delivery. If your
magazine does not arrive in the
first few days of the month, you
must contact us within 15 days
(i.e., by Nov. 15) to request a
replacement copy. Email us at
dishletters@ntvbmedia.com
(include your name and address),
call 1-888-333-5388, or write us at
OnDISH Magazine, 9275 N. 49th St.,
Suite 100, Brown Deer, Wl 53223.



The Winchester Brothers’ Journey Comes To A
Close As Long-Running CW Hit Ends. By Jeff Pfeiffer

conferences whether his network's seemingly
eternal hit drama Supernatural had plans
to conclude, Pedowitz would usually offer
a response to the effect of, “When they
are ready to stop, we will stop.” By “they,”
he was referring to Jared Padalecki and
Jensen Ackles, who portray the series’ core
characters Sam and Dean Winchester.
There were many years of this response
before the inevitable finally happened last
year, when the stars and The CW did decide
that it was time to bring Supernatural to a
close. Passionate fans got a little reprieve
from having to say goodbye when the
pandemic shut down production on the hit
horror/fantasy/drama’s final few episodes,
which were originally planned to air this past
spring. Now, after 15 seasons, Supernatural
will air its final episode this month (Nov. 19).
A cornerstone program for The CW

If You LIKE... TRY

Remember when word of mouth
and water-cooler talk were how you
discovered new TV shows, good

restaurants and your next great read?

Now we've got recommendation
engines matching us up to what to

watch next. Here we keep it simple.

The WB before that network was combined
with UPN to form The CW in 2006.

The CW will move on, of course, as will
Supernatural's stars. Padalecki's next project
is in just a few months, when he will return to
The CW to headline the new series Walker,
a reimagining of Chuck Norris’ Walker, Texas
Ranger, starting in January.

As for Supernatural's final episode,
details are understandably being kept under
wraps, but you can be assured that Padalecki
and Ackles, and their show's creative team,
will have something to satisfy viewers who
have followed the Winchester brothers for
15 years.

Prior to watching the boys go off into the
sunset, fans can also tune in to an hourlong
retrospective special called Supernatural:
The Long Road Home, which immediately
precedes the finale.

Rick and Morty, John
C. Reilly, The Orville

ELECTION
DAY 2020

America will either
reelect incumbent
Republican President
Donald Trump or

send his Democratic
challenger Joe Biden
to the White House —
and will also choose
various legislators at the
federal, state and local
levels — on Tuesday,
Nov. 3. Most of the
networks you would
expect will feature
extended coverage, like
ABC, CBS, CNN, FOX,
FOX News Channel,
MSNBC, NBC and
PBS. Full details on
each network’s plans
were not available at
presstime. One thing

to be aware of is

that winners may not
necessarily be officially
determined by the

end of Nov. 3. Due to
the pandemic, a lot of
people were expected
to submit absentee
ballots by mail. In a
number of states, these
ballots cannot begin to
be counted until Election
Day, so that potentially
leaves a lot of votes for
election officials to sort
through beginning on
Nov. 3. — Jeff Pfeiffer

A,;? :ar::c;;a; o g i Black Narcissus (FX)
Twin Peaks, Ryan Phillippe, g
David E. Kelley P Big Sky (ABO)

Moonbase 8
(Showtime)
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uestions

with WHITNEY ROSE Of
“The Real Housewives Of Salt Lake City”

By Taylor Neumann

Bravo is expanding its popular franchise with its newest offering, The Real
Housewives of Salt Lake City (premiering Nov. 11). Salt Lake City may seem like an
interesting choice, but it offers scenic landscapes, lots of shopping and ... Mormons?
That's right, the new series will offer a look at what it's like living inside the religion,
but it will also examine what it's like to live outside of it. New Housewife Whitney Rose
was born into Mormonism, but left the faith over a decade ago. Fun fact: She's actually
second cousins with her costar, Heather Gay.

“As a Housewives fan, | truly think Salt Lake City is going to be the best yet,” said
Rose. “And that's not just because I'm on it or | live here — it really is different, it's unique,
it dives into deeper issues, deeper topics. And we have a lot of fun in Salt Lake City, too,
so | think that's going to shock the world.” We interrupted some of that fun for Rose’s
take on our “5 Questions.”

What are three things you need to have in your fridge or pantry?
That is hard. | would say cheese, wine and probably ice cream bars.

= What are some of your current favorite
_’jﬁz& S TV shows?
3 . 1\ Wel

II, of course, the Real Housewives. I've been a fan of the
Housewives for a very long time. | love Beverly Hills and New
York City. ... Now that I'm in this world, | have started to meet
some of the Housewives, so it's been really fun for me, and
just, starting as a fan to becoming a Housewife has been an
incredible journey for me. | still can't believe I'm here. But |
am [also] rewatching, for the third time, Sons of Anarchy.

A Million Little Things: © 2019 American Broadcasting Companies, Inc. Al rights reserved.

The Real Housewives Of Salt Lake City: © 2020 Bravo Media, LLC.

What is your most prized
possession that you will never,
ever get rid of?
Probably my journals from my childhood.
In the Mormon religion, we were taught
to journal, and it's a common practice
when you're young, so | love to go
back and reread what | thought was
a big deal when | was 10 or 11.

What movie can you watch

over and over?

That's easy, probably Dirty Dancing with Jennifer Grey and

Patrick Swayze. | mean, | can't even count how many times
I've watched that movie. | grew up as a dancer, so | love
dance shows and dance movies.

What'’s been the best part about joining
the Real Housewives franchise?

It's such a cool adventure, and it's unlike any experience
that I've ever had. It's been lots of highs, lots of lows, but
overall, it's been an incredible journey, and | have learned so
much about myself, and my friends, and my family. | would just
say the growth and excitement has been incredible.

A Million Little Things

Returning Favorites

All Rise CBS (Nov. 16)

Below Deck Bravo (Nov. 2)

The Blacklist NBC (Nov. 13)

Bob (Hearts) Abishola CBS (Nov. 16)

Bull CBS (Nov. 16)

Chicago Fire NBC (Nov.11)

Chicago Med NBC (Nov. 1)

Chicago P.D. NBC (Nov. 11)

Chrisley Knows Best USA Network
(Nov. 12)

The Crown Netflix (Nov. 15)

FBI CBS (Nov. 17)

FBI: Most Wanted CBS (Nov. 17)

For Life ABC (Nov. 18)

The Good Doctor ABC (Nov. 2)

Grey's Anatomy ABC (Nov. 12)

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
NBC (Nov. 12)

A Million Little Things ABC (Nov. 19)

Miz & Mrs USA Network (Nov. 12)

Mom CBS (Nov. 5)

NCIS CBS (Nov.17)

NCIS: Los Angeles CBS (Nov. 8)

NCIS: New Orleans CBS (Nov. 8)

The Neighborhood CBS (Nov. 16)

SEAL Team CBS (Nov. 25)

Station 19 ABC (Nov. 12)

S.W.A.T. CBS (Nov. 1)

This Is Us NBC (Oct. 27)

The Unicorn CBS (Nov. 12)

Young Sheldon CBS (Nov. 5)

They're Back, Baby!:
Recently Renewed Shows

On Showtime, late-night talk show
Desus & Mero has been given

a third season, while acclaimed
drama The Chi will return for
Season 4. ... FOX's long-running
animated comedy hits Bob’s
Burgers and Family Guy have
each been renewed for two more
seasons — Seasons 12 and 13, and
Seasons 19 and 20, respectively. ...
CMT's longest-running series will
continue its run, as the network
has ordered Season 15 of the
reality series Dallas Cowboys
Cheerleaders: Making the Team.
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Hype

IN THE WORKS..........

COMING UP AT ABC
ABC has committed to Mason Dixon, an
hourlong drama from Lee Daniels, which is
being redeveloped after initially surfacing
at FOX for its 2017-18 season. It will follow
Angela Dixon, a liberal politician’s wife, and
Paul Mason, a conservative, as they join
forces and form an alliance upon the deaths
of their spouses. ... ABC also cast a lead
for its pilot Triage with (1) Parisa Fitz-
Henley (Midnight, Texas). The medical
drama will follow her character,
surgeon Finley Briar, over three
decades at the same hospital,
from a promising first-year
intern to a married
and pregnant
trauma surgeon to
finally a survivor of
a shocking accident.

: 5

Rupert Friend will headline the series from
Big Little Lies' David E. Kelley and former
House of Cards showrunner Melissa James
Gibson. The six-part series is based on the
bestselling novel by Sarah Vaughan and will
outline a scandal among the British elite.

MUSICAL MOMENTS

NBC has gone country and is developing

a series based on a song from The Voice
coach @ Blake Shelton. God’s Country is a
drama where the father of a Midwestern farm
family dies mysteriously in a car accident,
and his grown children discover secrets
about him they never could have anticipated.
Shelton’s song of the same name is a current
hit, going triple platinum and winning Single
of the Year at the recent Academy of Country
Music Awards.

NEW AT NETFLIX
Game of Thrones creators
David Benioff and D.B Weiss
have lined up their next project
— adapting the Chinese book
trilogy (2) The Three-Body
Problem for Netflix. The story
is of humanity's first contact
with an alien civilization, and
the adaptation features a lot of
big names behind the scenes:
Rian Johnson (Knives Out) will
executive produce, along with
Brad Pitt's company Plan B
and Rosamund Pike's company
Primitive Streak. ... The lead
cast has been announced
for Netflix's Anatomy of
a Scandal. (3) Michelle
Dockery, Sienna Miller and

YANKED!: Recently Canceled Shows

BIG ACTRESSES MAKE MOVES

Demi Moore will star in the adaptation
of erotic drama podcast Dirty Diana into a
series at Amazon. The series will explore how
two partners can find their way back to each
other through connection and sex. Moore did
star in the podcast alongside a host of other
actors including Carmen Ejogo, Mackenzie
Davis, Max Greenfield and many more, but no
others have been announced to be returning
for the series. ... FOX's 9-1-1: Lone Star will
be returning for a second season without one
of its main stars. Liv Tyler will not be a part of
the upcoming season due to concerns about
the coronavirus. The actress lives in London
and commuted to Los Angeles with her small
children to film the first season, but the current
pandemic made circumstances too difficult.
Her character, paramedic Michelle Blake, will
not be written out of the series, but instead left
open in case she returns in the future.

Remember when Stumptown was

renewed for Season 2? Forget it. ABC says ‘
the show isn't going forward. ... United We ‘
Fall fell off ABC's lineup after one season. ‘
..NOS4A2 is NOMORE at AMC after two \
seasons. ... 68 Whiskey has been 86ed by |
Paramount Network. ... After seven seasons w

8

since 2003, Adult Swim's bond with The
Venture Bros. is broken. .. AMC's The
Walking Dead will expire in 2022 after

an expanded 11th season, but its many
spinoffs will wander on. ... Could it really

be? E''s Keeping Up With the Kardashians
will cash out after Season 20 next year.

0D



Refer friends and family to DISH.

Earn points for amazing prizes!

100 Points 300 Points

100

in Bill Credits

$10/mo. 20 free Polk Audio
for 10 months movie rentals Smart Sound System

Just follow these simple steps:

1 © 3

Text REFER DISH to DISH1 Give your friends this When friends sign up with your
(34741) to get your referral code. referral code! code, you both earn 100 pts.
toward a reward!

New Message

To: 347-41

Or Call 855-427-6706



Enjoy a Free Preview
from the following networks

Nov.1- 30

L Channel 111
iy AT 200

network

Channel 113
AT 200

Channel 195
AT 250

Channel 187
AT 200

Channel 188
AT 200

Nov. 8

N sl EilZdiVE Channel 155
WEY ™ v mFL NETWORIC Multi-Sport Pack

Nov. 27 - 30
STARZ Channels 350-356

Starz Pack

Channels

STARZENCORE ~ 340-348 & 377

StarzEncore Pack

Log in to your account on mydish.com and
click on My Programming to upgrade.

Download the MyDISH app from

Google Play or Apple App Store,

log in with your MyDISH account

credentials, then select “Manage
TV" from the homescreen

Some channels available in HD. HD channels require HD television and HD receiver
to view in high definition. Fee may apply to upgrade.

\

Tuned In To You

\

DISH retailers across the nation bring to life the company’s
commitment to best-in-class customer service and dedication
to serving local communities each day. The DISH Cares
Ambassador of the Quarter Award recognizes retailers who
go above and beyond to exemplify the ideals of DISH Cares,
DISH’s corporate citizenship program. Recently, two retailers
were honored for the unique ways they gave back to their local
communities in the first half of 2020.

The first is Satélite Latino, a DISH Premier Retailer

who services the Santa Maria, California, area.

Owner Rene Solis is well-known in his community for

making it a priority to give back. After meeting with

the local Salvation Army representatives to find out

how his business could best help, his team has been

collecting canned goods and clothing in his store for

the past year and a half. Satélite Latino has already

donated 100+ pounds of items this year. The local business also sponsored an
annual donation drive on a local radio station, “La Ley 100.3," resulting in hundreds
of dollars raised for St. Jude.

The second Ambassador of the Quarter honoree for
2020 is Microcom, a DISH Premier Local Retailer
with locations in Alaska, Hawaii and northern Idaho.
Microcom consistently uses their wide sphere of
influence to create opportunities and serve very
diverse communities in numerous ways. These
included over 17 donation drives and volunteering
and fundraising initiatives during the summer months.

Most notably, Microcom'’s Hilo, Hawaii, team
found multiple ways to support groups affected by COVID-19. The team created
85 Mother's Day cards for nurses working in a local hospital. The same team also
donated 52 masks to the fifth grade graduating class’ commencement ceremony
at Mountain View Elementary, a local school with a significant number of students
experiencing homelessness.

Microcom'’s Alaska-based team supports an organization called Seeds of
Change, which employs and empowers local youth, promoting self-reliance and
community involvement, to grow and sell fresh produce. Microcom donated lunch
on a weekly basis for the Seeds of Change youth staff during the month of April.
Microcom is also continuing their efforts with “Kids Don't Float,” a statewide injury-
prevention program that was developed to address Alaska's high child and youth
drowning rate.

These retailers are great examples of how small businesses are integral to
supporting local communities. DISH is honored to celebrate our local retailers and
the continued efforts they make to give back to the towns they are proud to call
home. — Colleen Skells

oD



Colleen Skells: Credit: David Rosberg.

Service Solutions

How To Connect

A New TV To Your

DISH Service

By Colleen Skells

Cyber Monday is right around the corner, which
means that many of us are probably going to
splurge on a bigger and better TV to watch our DISH
programming on. If you decide to get a new TV, look
below for instructions to connect it so you can get
back to watching your favorite shows — quickly!

Disconnect the video cables,
typically either an HDMI cable
or RCA cables, from your old
TV. Leave the cables intact on
your DISH receiver.

11 H Get your new TV positioned
where you want it in your
room, and then plug it in.

113K H Reattach the video cables
from your receiver to the
appropriate ports on your new
TV.

Ensure your receiver is
plugged in and powered on.
You should see a green light
on the front of your receiver
indicating that it's on. If you
don't, press the Power button
on the front of your receiver.

Turn on your TV. If you don't
see DISH programming, it's
probably because your TV
isn't tuned to the correct input.
Repeatedly press the Input
button on your TV's remote or
on the TV itself until you see
DISH programming. Once you
get to the right input, write it
down for future reference.

1A Program your DISH remote to work with your new TV. First, look at

the front-left side of your receiver to identify the model you have.

If you have a Hopper, Joey or Wally:

A) On your DISH remote, press the Home button twice or the Menu
button once, depending on your model, to get to the Menu screen

B) Select “Settings,” and then “Remote Control”

C) Select “TV," and then “TV Pairing Wizard"

D) Follow the onscreen prompts to program your remote

If you have a VIP receiver:

A) Go to mydish.com/remote-codes. Select your remote to expand
the instructions. Select “three-digit remote control code” in step
2, and choose your remote from the list to get the appropriate
code.

B) Pointing your DISH remote at your TV, press and hold the TV
button at the top until all four mode buttons light up

C) Enter the three-digit code, and then press the # button along the
lower right of your remote

D) Press the Power button on your remote to ensure the remote is
now working with your TV. If it isn't, make sure you have the right
three-digit code, and then repeat steps B & C.

TIP:

If you splurge on another device you'd like to operate with your DISH
remote, select “Auxiliary Device" instead of “TV" in step C.

Did you get a 4K TV? Be sure you have a Hopper 3, as that DISH
receiver is required in order to transmit 4K HDR programming to
your TV. If you want to upgrade your receiver, hit us up by visiting
mydish.com/chat or calling 1-800-333-DISH (3474).

Check out features of your Hopper, Joey or Wally by visiting youtube.com/user/dish

or mydish.com/support.

Colleen Skells is a communications manager at DISH.
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Melissa Joan Hart Moves
From Teen Queen To A
Holiday Juggernaut.

By Barb Oates
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arents raising kids in the '90s have a loving
attachment to former teen darling Melissa Joan
Hart, whose wholesome personality onscreen
and off in shows like Clarissa Explains It
All and Sabrina the Teenage Witch provided a safe
and entertaining staple for families for years. Hart, who
is now mom to three kids (Tucker, 8; Braydon, 12; and
Mason, 14) has fond memories of those series, but credits
Dancing With the Stars for helping her move beyond her
teen characters.

“Dancing With the Stars is really the first time anyone
really called me Melissa,” she shares. “| feel like that's where
| got my name back. Before that it was like, ‘Oh, Clarissa, or
‘Sabrina." Now people know me as Melissa Joan Hart.”

On an early Wednesday morning in late September,
we caught up with the now director, producer and actress.
Hart's day was already well underway, having completed her
Bible studies and some homeschooling, and she was ready to
tackle her next task — talking about Lifetime’s holiday stunt It's
a Wonderful Lifetime, which features 30 new original movies,
three of which involve the star either behind the camera or in
front of it.

“| produced three movies this year,” Hart says. “One is
starring Vanessa Lachey, who is my friend, called Once Upon
a Main Street [Nov 29]. We just wrapped that maybe two
weeks ago. My mother and | produced it with our Hartbreak
Films, and because we were able to get the first one up and
running in the time of COVID, we just kept the ball rolling for
Lifetime and got a few movies made.”

Her other project reunited her with Mario Lopez — “we
do a lot of Christmas stuff together, that guy and I" — in Feliz
NaviDAD (Nov. 21), where Lopez plays a high school principal
and single dad who lost the holiday spirit after losing his wife a
few years ago during the Christmas season. “We were the first
production, | believe, in the U.S., as far as unions go, to have a
movie start and finish. I'm pretty proud of that,” she says of the
film. “It was a little scary because all eyes were on us to make
this work, and we were able to successfully complete the
movie and we rolled right into the next one, Dear Christmas,
which | starred in.”

In Dear Christmas (Nov. 27), Hart stars as a podcaster
who is developing a piece on the true meaning of love, but
never quite experienced it herself. The film is packed with
familiar stars, including many from Hart's past.

“| always wanted to work with Jason Priestley. He's just
ajoy, a pro, a fun guy to be around on set,” Hart says of her
costar in Dear Christmas. “And then Ed Begley Jr. and |, he
was on Sabrina, he played in an episode where | actually had
the stomach bug when we were filming, so | never really got
to interact with him. | always regretted that. And then a few
months ago, | got to direct an episode of Young Sheldon and
he has a recurring role there. So | got to work with him again,
which put him at the forefront of my mind to play my dad in this
movie, so that was amazing.”

The film also reunited Hart with her former costar Faith
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Prince, who played her mother-

in-law twice, on Sabrina and on

Melissa & Joey. “This time she got

to be my actual mom, instead of just

my mother-in-law,” Hart laughs. “And

Nicky Whelan, I've never worked with

before, but we had such fun together. We just

instantly became sisters, onscreen and off. And Robin Givens,
who | worked with in God's Not Dead 2. I've always looked for
the opportunity to work with her again. So she plays my boss.”

Hart said Dear Christmas has a lot of fun Easter egg
moments (those behind-the-scenes things to watch for) that
relate to COVID-19 restrictions. Watch how you'll never see
more than six cast members in a scene together at one time.

As for the holidays and holiday TV programming
beginning earlier and earlier these days, Hart thinks people are
ready for it.

“This year there's been so much turmoil and so many
natural disasters. | think people look to the holidays as a
moment of hope and of peace,” she says. “l was a big fan
of Shirley Temple, and it always reminds me of the Great
Depression and how Shirley was the biggest box office draw
because her little smile and her little tap dancing and her
movies brought joy to people in such a hard time. People
saved their money to go to the movies. It reminds me of
that. It's these Christmas movies that just bring so much joy
to people. They know there’s going to be a happy ending.
They know they're going to see some Christmas magic and
they're going to get so much out of the season, even if it's
just while they're baking cookies in the kitchen and watching
TV, or sitting with their family at night to catch a special one
with maybe a star that they love, or watching a classic that
they enjoy. | think it's important to our sanity to have these
Christmas movies to be able to escape our realities.”

While Hart's life was a bit in flux, having just moved from
Lake Tahoe to the East Coast, and now planning another move
South, she did know the holidays will be with family.

“It'll be special because it'll be the five of us probably
in matching pajamas,” Hart concludes. “And some presents
under the tree and some hot chocolate, and all my favorite
foods, and my husband's favorite foods, and | know that
wherever we are and whatever comes, | just know that we'll
make it special no matter what.”
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Nov. 27
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Main Street
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Total Lunacy!

MOONBASE 8

Three Nobodies Seek To Slip The Surly Bonds Of Earth. By Ryan A. Berenz

They dream of one day living on the moon’s Sea
of Tranquility, but until then, they'll toil in a ramshackle
compound in a sandy crater outside of Winslow, Arizona.

In Showtime's new six-episode comedy Moonbase 8,
Robert “Cap” Caputo (John C. Reilly), Dr. Michael “Skip”
Henai (Fred Armisen) and Professor Scott “Rook” Sloan (Tim
Heidecker) aren't the physically fit, highly trained, fearless
aviators archetypical of NASA’s Gemini or Apollo programs.
They're middle-aged schlubs whose only qualifications for
the mission are successfully filling out the application.

The trio has been living, working and training in isolation
for 200 days in the hope of getting called up for a launch to
the moon. They pass the days conducting experiments of
questionable scientific merit, performing household duties
assigned to them by the chore wheel and eating dehydrated
“beef-style stew.” They must put on their spacesuits
whenever they exit the base to receive a supply drop or scare
off the occasional intruder rummaging through their recycling
bin.

“Those suits are crazy,” Reilly says. “They look very
authentic, and | suppose you could use them for some kind
of protection, but really they are costumes. We put these
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little fans in them, but being out there in the desert was
brutal in those things. It actually made me realize the kind
of commitment it really takes to live in one of those bases,
because | don't know if you're familiar, but there's lots of
bases just like that all over.”

Say what now?

“There’s one in Utah, there's one in Hawaii,” Reilly
says. Sure enough, NASA’s Human Research Program
funds bases like the Hawaii Space Exploration Analog and
Simulation (HI-SEAS) to study people and technology in
earthbound mimics of extraterrestrial habitats.

Although conceived as an absurdist comedy, Moonbase
8 took on a strange life-imitating-art turn since the show was
filmed.

“The idea of a bunch of guys training for a moon mission
seemed like setting the bar very low in a funny way,” Reilly
says. “It was so mundane. The moon has already been
visited. All the sexy people are talking about Mars. SpaceX
is completely talking about Mars. We thought it was really
funny that these guys would be satisfied with just getting to
the moon. But since we made the show, they've discovered
that there’s probably a good amount of ice on the moon, and
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suddenly there are at least four different countries that are
trying to set up bases on the moon, including us. Both this
pandemic quarantine mentality and a new ambition for the
moon have come since we made the show, which makes us
look like real prophets, but we were just trying to make them
look like unambitious people.”

With its plastic geodesic dome, greenhouse and metal
shipping container, Moonbase 8 has a decidedly low-budget
sci-fi movie appearance, but it might be the Taj Mahal of
fake moon habitats. “When you look at the real ones, they're
a lot [crappier] than our set, actually,” Reilly says. “If you've
ever seen a research station in Antarctica, it just looks like a
collection of junk. Our base, even though it does look a little
bit ramshackle and it's not terribly sophisticated, it looks a lot
cleaner and well-designed than most of the actual bases.”

And it has a kick-ass moon buggy. “That six-wheeled all-

terrain vehicle was so fun to drive! Oh, my God!" Reilly says.
“Those were invented probably in the '60s, and probably
were invented to look like something that might go on the
moon. But we bought one and painted it up in that nice
white paint job. That thing flies, man! A lot of the scenes
where I'm doing donuts and driving super recklessly, it
wasn't too far from the truth.”
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Moonbase 8
Showtime,
Sundays
beginning
Nov. 8

THE CREW OF
MOONBASE 8

Robert “Cap” Caputo

(John C. Reilly) Once the proud owner
of a scenic helicopter tour company

in Hawaii, Caputo has fallen

on hard times. He lost his
business, his wife and

his condo, and the city of
Honolulu just booted his car.
Caputo hopes that a moonshot
will put his earthly life back in
order. “l go up to the moon, I'm not a
deadbeat dad. | go up to the moon, I'm a
hero,” he says.

Dr. Michael “Skip” Henai

(Fred Armisen) Moonbase 8's chief
scientist, Henai wants to carry
on the legacy of his father,

an astronaut who led the
design team for the original
Apollo mission spacesuits.
Henai attributes his intellect

to “mostly genetics, a little
education, also economics and
wealth.” He spends much of his time
tending to the base's greenhouse and
planting apple seeds in flower pots.

O O

Professor Scott “Rook” Sloan
(Tim Heidecker) A former Phishhead
and marijuana addict, Sloan has
since been evangelized as a
born-again Christian. Sloan
and his wife, Sue, have a
dozen children and one more
on the way. Sloan says he was
inspired to join the Moonbase
program by his pastor. “My pastor

told me it would be a good idea to help
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ out
into the universe,” Sloan says. Sue
seems to be managing just fine without
her husband. The young, attractive
pastor has been helping her out a /ot.

P-93 Lab Rat “Jeremy”
Unusually finicky for an
experimental rodent, P-93
(a.ka. Jeremy) dislikes cheese
and will only eat shredded
carrots (not the other kind).

OO
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Black
Narcissus
FX,
Monday,
Nov. 23

Gemmal
Arterton

Godden's classic 1939 novel stars Gemma

Arterton as Sister Clodagh, a role made famous
by Deborah Kerr in an Oscar-winning 1947 movie
adaptation of the same name. As Sister Clodagh and
her order of Anglican nuns set up a convent in 1934
Nepal, she is awed by the stunning Himalayas ... and the
handsome Mr. Dean (Alessandro Nivola), who oversees
the land for the British Empire. Here Arterton explains
why Black Narcissus is so sinfully good.

T his lush (and lusty!) miniseries based on Rumer

If you only have time to watch one more

show, it should be Black Narcissus because ...

Gemma Arterton: It is unlike anything | have seen on
television for a long time. It is quite classical, in the best
sense. It is a psychological thriller that intoxicates you.

The reason | had to say yes to this series
was ...

| read the book and was blown away. Amanda Coe's
scripts honored it, whilst elaborating on some themes,
bringing more depth. The setting, the story and the
complexity of the characters completely transported me.

The character of Sister Clodagh resonated
with me because ...

She is someone who used being a nun as an escape
from her true self. | connected with her struggle to always
be in control, to always succeed, whilst battling the wild,
sensual person that she truly is.

You'll be glad to hear we don't ...

Shave our heads! At the time [the series is set], nuns
shaved all their hair off. Luckily, we had an amazing hair
and makeup designer, Nicole Stafford, who did wonders
with bald caps and wigs.
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Sinfully Good

BLACK
NARCISSUS

Awards voters are definitely going to single out ...
How visually beautiful the miniseries is, from Kave Quinn's
costumes and production design to the incredible Nepalese
landscape.

We did our homework! For example ...

We visited an Anglican convent for research. The nuns in Black
Narcissus are High Anglican, which, at the time, was very strict.
The nuns weren't allowed to touch, weren't really allowed to

let their gazes wander. | found the research of life in the order
completely fascinating.

Filming on location in Nepal was ...

A blessing. It took us two days to reach the final destination, which
was high up in the Himalayas. It really ran home what a leap of
faith it would have been for these nuns to make that journey in
1934. It was one of the most beautiful places | have ever seen. |
could really understand why the nuns are so shaken by the beauty
and majesty of the place. It also gave the cast and crew a really
bonding experience. You don't forget trips like that. It was a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity.

This miniseries also stars Diana Rigg, Jim Broadbent,
Alessandro Nivola, Aisling Franciosi and so many
other talented actors. That was amazing because ...

I was truly very lucky to work with so many exceptional actors.
Alessandro Nivola gives a really nuanced performance and |
loved all of our scenes together. The same goes for Aisling
Franciosi. Her Sister Ruth is a truly troubled soul. The scenes
between Ruth and Clodagh are some of my favorites, as there

is such a battle of wills at play, whilst at the same time a lot of
vulnerability and pain. Aisling and Alessandro are such subtle and
generous actors. Working with Diana Rigg and Jim Broadbent
was a dream. When you are working with such exemplary actors,
you can't help but up your game as a performer.
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Riveting Thriller

Roadkill
PBS,
Sundays
beginning
Nov. 1

In this slow-burn British thriller that's as fun to watch

for the understated performances as it is for the plot
twists, House's Hugh Laurie tries to keep from being run down
by scandal as charismatic Peter Laurence, a conservative
politician with working-class roots. Created and written by
playwright and two-time Academy Award nominee David
Hare (The Hours), Roadkill asks what happens when you
embrace freedom and shun shame. You'll smile wryly at
satirical one-liners, especially as uttered by this excellent cast,
which includes Helen McCrory (Peaky Blinders) as the prime
minister. Here Laurie tells us more on the series.

L ook both ways before crossing your political opponents!

When we meet Peter, he's just won a libel suit
against journalist Charmian Pepper [Sarah
Greene, Dublin Murders] — but even his lawyer
thinks he’s guilty of accepting payments to help
privatize the National Health Service. Why were
you drawn to this role?

Hugh Laurie: | was intrigued by someone motivated by

a picture of a future rather than the past. He finds the past

a hindrance. Constant regret is not in his nature. He looks
forward with a glad heart and thinks tomorrow can be better
than yesterday if you approach it in the right frame of mind.

Do you share that quality?

| find it exhilarating to play because I'm not like that. | spend too
much time looking backward, regretting or wondering whether
| did the right thing or could have done better. At the end of
every working day, | recriminate and analyze the mistakes |
made rather than making decisions about the following day.
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Peter could do with some more soul-
searching. Even though he loves his family, he
has hurt his wife [Saskia Reeves, Wolf Halll,
who lied for him in court, as well as their two
semi-estranged adult daughters [Ophelia
Lovibond and Millie Brady].

Every now and then a degree of reflection and self-
examination is called for. It is a dimension of a moral life. He
has it — in a smaller degree.

Not enough for some people. One delicious
aspect of watching is slowly realizing just how
many in Peter’s circle seem to be actively
plotting against him. We never know whom
to trust!

It's an amazing cast, and wonderful to watch them reveal
themselves piece by piece rather than coming in with a
trombone announcing themselves. It's fun and a challenge
for an actor to allow the audience to decipher things
rather than present it to them in bold, which is my instinct.
| talk too loudly and gesture too much. I'll probably lose
my British passport for that — it's un-English. [Laughs]

This must have been challenging because
Peter doesn't give a lot away. How did you rein
in your performance?

Whenever | was inclined to stray into something perhaps
too demonstrative, David Hare and director Michael Keillor,
an immensely refined and subtle thinker, were there to fire
some volts through the dog collar, and | would just get a
slight twitch and calm down.

Roadkill: © The Forge/ PBS
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THE REAGANS

What Happened Behind The Walls Of The Reagan White House? By Ryan A Berenz

20

The presidency of Ronald Reagan from 1981-89 is often fondly remembered for
the peaceful resolution to the Iran hostage crisis, a booming economy, a victory in
the Cold War, and a renewed sense of national pride and optimism. Reagan was
the charismatic “great communicator,” and he and first lady Nancy formed the
ultimate power couple. While Nancy was publicly encouraging Americans to Just
Say No to drugs, behind the scenes she was viewed by many as an interloper,
wielding undue influence in her husband's policy decisions. In 1988, it was
revealed Nancy had been consulting an astrologer to help plan the president’s
activities. Director Matt Tyrnauer (Valentino: The Last Emperor) revisits the
Reagan White House in the four-part documentary series The Reagans, which
examines the little-known details of the Reagans’ ascent to the nation’s highest
office, Nancy's central role in her husband's career, and how President Reagan's
conservative agenda has shaped the current state of American politics.

The Reagans, Showtime
Sundays beginning Nov. 15
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Rise of the Nazis: © 2019 72Films Ltd. Credit: Lukas Salna.  Belushi: © 2020 Judy Belushi Pisano. Credit: Judy Belushi Pisano/ Courtesy of Showtime.

Three-Part Series

RISE
OF THE
NAZIS

A Riveting Look At Hitler's Ascent.
By lleane Rudolph

How, in less than four years, did Germany turn from a liberal state
into a murderous dictatorship that would soon set the world ablaze?
Focused on the pivotal period between 1930 and 1934, this three-
part documentary — as gripping as any fictional thriller — aims “to
show how a democracy can unravel,” says executive producer Julian
Jones, and “to help viewers understand what may have motivated
the key players’ actions and beliefs.” This cautionary tale is told via
astute historians (one notes that a general’s name aptly translates
as “to sneak” or “to creep”), telling re-creations and a judicious use
of chilling archival footage. In the opener, backroom deals among
politicians of the Reich, including World War | hero President Paul
von Hindenburg, open the door to onetime fringe player Adolf Hitler
gaining power as chancellor, and heroic attorney Hans Litten tries to
expose the thuggery of the Nazi movement. Later, we see how Hitler
brings all of Germany under Nazi control. Says Jones: “We should
not take democracy for granted. It's important we learn from this
period of history so we can stop it from ever happening again.”

Rise of the Nazis
PBS, Tuesdays beginning Nov. 10
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DOCUMENTARIES

Personal Insights

BELUSHI

New Documentary Captures
The Essence Of A Comedy
Icon. By Jeff Pfeiffer

History is filled with examples of
artists whose intense drive to create has
simultaneously given the world incredible
and lasting
works while
also causing
those artists
to flame out at
ayoung age,
often through
self-destructive
behavior.

That was
the case with
John Belushi,
who died from
a drug overdose
in 1982 at age 33, but who by that point had
already left behind a legacy of iconic comedic
acting and writing, notably from his stint as a
founding member of Saturday Night Live and
through his beloved performances in classic
comedy movies like National Lampoon’s
Animal House (1978) and The Blues Brothers
(1980). That legacy, and the life of the man
who created it, is the subject of Belushi,

a feature documentary from acclaimed
filmmaker R.J. Cutler.

Told using previously unheard audiotapes,
Belushi examines its subject’s life through the
words of his collaborators, friends and family.
This includes his former SNL colleagues like
Dan Aykroyd (who also teamed with Belushi
on the big screen), Lorne Michaels, Jane Curtin
and Chevy Chase, as well as other talents who
knew him, like Carrie Fisher, Harold Ramis,
Penny Marshall and Ivan Reitman. Personal
insights come from John’s brother Jim Belushi,
and from John’s high school sweetheart and,
later, wife, Judy Belushi.

Covering everything from Belushi’s early
years growing up in Wheaton, lllinois, to his
time at Chicago’s Second City theater and

on Saturday Night Live, to his subsequent Belush_.i
movie fame and more, this film captures the ghO\(/jvtlme,
complicated and singular essence of another Nch)T/ 2‘_"25/

icon who unfortunately left us too soon.
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Big Sky
ABC,
Tuesdays
beginning
Nov. 17

What's New

From David E. Kelley

BIG SKY

David E. Kelley is one of the biggest names in television,
with a roster of shows behind him like The Practice, Boston
Legal and Big Little Lies. His newest series on ABC, Big Sky,
promises all of the deep character development and plot-
driven stories he's shown off in the past.

It follows a private detective agency in Montana made
up of Cassie Dewell (Kylie Bunbury) and Cody Hoyt (Ryan
Phillippe) who then join forces with Cody's estranged wife
and ex-cop Jenny Hoyt (Katheryn Winnick) to investigate the
disappearance of two sisters kidnapped by a truck driver on
a remote highway. This triangle promises a lot of drama and
frustration as they attempt to track down the girls — even
discovering that the sisters aren't the only girls who have
disappeared in the area, and more may be coming.

The series is a thriller based on the book The Highway
and its sequels by C.J. Box, which only hint at the picturesque
details of Montana that the show is able to incorporate. “This
show and the visuals of this show and the vista of the show
and C.J. Box's novels are so landscape-dependent that they
are going to be breathtaking to watch as much as they are
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and Kylie Bunbury]

ra

Beautiful Montana
Vistas Belie A Dark
Story. By Taylor Neumann

breathtaking in the thriller aspects of the show,” explained
John Carroll Lynch, who plays Rick Legarski, a highway
patrolman who gets in the way of the investigation by the main
trio.

“When we set about adapting [the book], the biggest
challenge for me was to be able to deliver what the book
did, and that is the tension, the thrill, the drama, the relational
equations of the characters, which were rich and profound at
times, and then the sense of escapism,” said creator Kelley.
“I'm hoping we will be able to deliver that sense of fun, drama
and escapism to them.”

No matter what the show has in store for audiences,
it promises to be electrifying. “As the scripts keep pouring
in — we've got five already — we're all like, ‘Holy smokes. Did
you read that? Do you know what's happening?"” Winnick
exclaimed. “Because it's just we're all on the edge of our
seats, kind of just turning our pages. And | think that the
audience is going to be so ecstatic, because there's so many
unexpected turns and twists, and these characters are so rich
and dynamic that I'm super excited about it.”

0D
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THE GOOD
DOCTOR

“How do you heal a world turned upside down?" reads
the tagline for a poster promoting Season 4 of ABC's hit
medical drama The Good Doctor. It's a question that real-world
medical workers are certainly dealing with amid the ongoing
COVID-19 crisis, and this fictional show's staff will also
confront.

“[It was] important for us to touch on the coronavirus,”
says Freddie Highmore, who is back in his Golden Globe-
nominated role as autistic savant surgical resident Shaun
Murphy. “Not just [because] we are a show that seeks to reflect
the reality that we're living in, but also it felt like a moment to
pay tribute in our own way to the real medical professionals
who continue to put their lives at risk. And | think we'd be doing
a disservice to them to not want to show our thanks, | guess,
and draw attention to the realities of the world in this moment.
... But at the same time, it's not a show that will singularly be
focused on that.”

This season, the young doctor is already facing other
major challenges outside of his normal comfort zone, including
being a boss for the first time.

“There are new residents who are going to be coming in,”
Highmore explains, “who Shaun is responsible for and has to
teach and take under his wing. And, of course, he can provide
great medical insight to them, but how will he be in terms of the
more practical matters and the patient/doctor relationships?
So that's something that I'm excited to see, [him] taking
responsibility for others.”

Shaun also has new personal responsibilities in his life; at
the end of Season 3, he and Lea (Paige Spara) were on their
way to being a couple again after sharing a kiss.

“| feel like the biggest challenge between [Shaun] and
Lea,” Highmore says, “will be the fact that they're embarking
on this new relationship, but at the same time are unable to
physically be together, which | think is an issue that so many of
us have had to deal with, whether it's a romantic relationship or
another close relationship, over the last few months. And so |
think, as it was — and is — a challenge for everyone, now it will
be for him."

Shaun has had some experience in this, though, even if
to a lesser degree. A Season 2 episode of The Good Doctor
focused on a viral outbreak putting the hospital staff into
quarantine, which caused Shaun great anxiety. Perhaps he has
remembered coping mechanisms from that event?

“| think Shaun has definitely learned and changed and
grown as a person and as a doctor since he began at the
hospital, as we all have,” Highmore offers. “And certainly he will
have learnt lessons from that initial quarantine and viral outbreak
that we had in Season 2.

“The thing that he'll probably most struggle with, in
this situation, is just the constantly evolving nature of the
coronavirus, especially during those early days when so little
was known about it. | think that's usually been one of Shaun’s
weaknesses: He's always incredibly well-prepared. He knows
his textbooks inside out. But when he's faced with a problem
that is potentially new and different, that can prove challenging.”
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THIS IS US

Broken Hearts & Family. By Barb Oates

It was a turbulent and unsettling close to This Is Us
Season 4 as horrible words were exchanged between
Pearson brothers Randall (Sterling K. Brown) and Kevin
(Justin Hartley), over their mom Rebecca (Mandy Moore)
sharing she would be moving to St. Louis to start a nine-
month clinical trial for Alzheimer's. At least things looked
slightly positive for their sister Kate (Chrissy Metz) and her
husband Toby (Chris Sullivan), who remained committed
to trying to be the best parents they could be to their blind
son Jack. We caught up with Sullivan, who became a first-
time father himself this summer, to get the scoop on what's in
store for Season 5.

What can you share with us about Season 5 for Kate
and Toby? How does Toby work on being a better dad
to Jack and potentially another child?

Chris Sullivan: Being a “better dad” is such an ever-evolving
process for Toby. | think we are all doing the best we can with
the tools we have and Toby is always learning and collecting
more tools, so | think it's going to be fun to watch him evolve.

You welcomed your first son, Bear, this summer. How’s
it been being a real-life daddy now?

Bear Maxwell is one of the most curious creatures | have ever
encountered. He's a real upbeat fella. He eats well. He sleeps
well (for now). I'm really excited to have the opportunity to get
to know him and to watch him grow. [My wife] Rachel and | are
floating around on this cloud of exhaustion and fulfillment. It's
an all-natural, 100% biological high. | should not be operating

| read the script by myself first, to soak it all up. Then |
share all the juicy details with Rachel. | usually sit down
next to Chrissy on set and we have the “Can you BELIEVE
THIS?!"conversation.

What'’s been the episode that’s moved you the most to
date and why?

| think the recent episode, where Randall faces the intruder

in his house and starts to face his anxiety around keeping his
family safe, has hit me HARD, in retrospect. With a new baby in
the house, I've been extra concerned with everyone'’s safety and
security.

On a personal note, could you give us an update on your
music? Still working with Mandy’s husband Taylor? Any
of your music in upcoming episodes?

We have just announced that we will release my debut record
as Joseph The Spouse on Nov. 19. The record is called Six
Feet From Under and it was cowritten and produced by Dawes

X frontman (and Mandy Moore's husband) Taylor Goldsmith. He This Is Us
heavy machinery. and | have formed an amazing friendship that has spilled over NBC,
Writer Dan Fogelman is so brilliant in weaving into this very fulfilling creative collaboration. The album is packed Tuesdays
everyone’s stories together and leaving you stunned with great songs and, yeah, hopefully they will be able to find a g‘z%'g;'ng
and/or an emotional wreck at the end of almost every spot for one on the show. Time will tell. That would be a dream '
episode. When you get your script, what’s your process? come true.

LAW & ORDER: SPECIAL VICTIMS UNIT
[ J

Record-Setting Series Keeps On Keeping On. By lleane Rudolph
What a difference six months make: New York is “a city struggling to return from a harrowing
pandemic and months of demonstrations and political fallout after George Floyd ... a city that has
lost faith in the NYPD and the DA's office,” Law & Order: SVU executive producer Warren Leight r
says. The drama’s 22nd season opens with an assault in Central Park that “quickly turns into a Law8f

) o . . L . R Order:
racially volatile situation, and [the unit] confronts how their own racial bias affects their judgment. Special
After a case about domestic violence, Episode 3 turns to what happens after extended social Victims
isolation and quarantine due to COVID-19 — or, says Leight, “how close people get to their breaking | Unit
points.” On the bright side, after 10 years apart, onetime SVU detective Elliot Stabler (Christopher NBC,
Meloni) visits his former partner, now-captain Olivia Benson (Mariska Hargitay), as a lead-up to Thu_rsdays
Meloni's 2021 spinoff, Law & Order: Organized Crime. Happily for fans, there’s even more nostalgia k,\)li%'?;mg

in the offing. Says Leight: “We hope to bring back some [more] past regulars this season.”
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ON THE “CHICAGO” FRONT ...

The Trio Of Adrenaline-Pumping Dramas Is Back In Action. By lleane Rudolph

CHICAGO FIRE

“We are going to reflect what the world is like in 2020 for
Chicago firefighters, pandemic and all,” executive producer
Derek Haas says. “It will be a year of new challenges” —

and many changes, both personal and professional, for the
members of Firehouse 51 in Season 9. Paramedic Sylvie
Brett (Kara Kilmer) is breaking in yet another partner now
that Emily Foster (Annie llonzeh) returned to medical school.
She becomes a mentor to young medic Gianna Mackey
(new cast member Adriyan Rae, Vagrant Queen), who grew
up in the same rough South Chicago neighborhood as
firefighter Joe Cruz (Joe Minoso). Look for Brett and Mackey
to quickly find themselves in harrowing circumstances, Haas
reveals: “Don't miss the premiere’s last 10 seconds.” Brett
could experience a new partner in her personal life as well.
Will she begin a serious romance with smitten Capt. Matt
Casey (Jesse Spencer)? The first two episodes will tell.

MORE HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE SHOWRUNNER:

The season picks up with ...
Derek Haas: A giant fire and a firefighter, alone,
without oxygen, trapped.

Fans will be excited to know ...
Severide and Kidd pick up right where they left off, in
love, and looking to the future.

While on break we were able to ...
Focus on what Firehouse 51 means to the community
and what the community means to our firefighters.

One of the best storylines this season
involves ...

Chief Boden and Kelly Severide out on an assignment
together, away from the firehouse, when things go
wrong.

CHICAGO MED

The stories on Med's sixth season will consider how first
responders have been impacted by the coronavirus. But
while the docs at Gaffney Chicago Medical Center will see
COVID-19 patients, “we focus more on how other types
of cases are treated in this new environment,” executive
producer Diane Frolov says. “There is a huge strain on
the hospital's resources, and with vital equipment in short
supply, our doctors are often caught in the dilemma of
whom to try to save.” Amid all this, Dr. James Lanik (Nate
Santana) quits as emergency department chief (but stays
with the hospital), and a main character is unexpectedly
named to the position. Cue some displeased colleagues.

MORE HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE SHOWRUNNERS:

The season picks up with ...

Diane Frolov: Our hospital is adapting to the new world
of the pandemic. Although there is a dedicated COVID
Ward, other health issues from gunshot wounds to heart
attacks to cancer keep coming in.

New this season will be ...
Andrew Schneider: Special protocols to treat both
COVID and non-COVID patients. We will also reflect,

through the lens of our hospital, the social issues that
have become so manifest in the last several months.

Fans will be excited to know ...

Diane: That Dr. Charles’ daughter Anna will be returning
for a recurring storyline with her dad. And a new
romance is in the offing!

One of the best storylines this season
involves ...

Diane: New revelations about Dr. Crockett Marcel and
how his past informs his present.
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Jason Beghe

CHICAGO PD.

Possible trouble for the go-their-own-way Intelligence

Unit in Season 8 comes with new Deputy Superintendent
Samantha Miller (Nicole Ari Parker), who arrives in Chicago
with an intense police reform agenda, in a story inspired by
the country’s current movement. “Miller wants to abolish the
‘warrior cop’ mentality and help Hank Voight [Jason Beghel]
and Intelligence adapt to the new reality,” says executive
producer Rick Eid. “She views Intelligence as integral in this
mission. If she can change Voight, the rest of the police force
will follow.” Facing hostility from the community and scrutiny
from his bosses, Voight must assess whether, indeed, “he’s
part of the problem or part of the solution.” At least he has his
team back. While the unit lost undercover specialist Vanessa
Rojas (Lisseth Chavez) at the end of last season, Detective
Hailey Upton (Tracy Spiridakos) has returned from her detail
with the FBI.

MORE HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE SHOWRUNNER:

The season picks up with ...

Rick Eid: A brief jump in time. We open the show a month
or so after the Season 7 finale and inhabit the world as it
currently exists, more or less.

New this season will be ...

The approach Intelligence takes to apprehend Chicago's
most dangerous criminals. The world has obviously
changed since last season’s finale. The way Intelligence
conducts its business will change as well.

Fans will be excited to k